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BOOK REVIEWS 

The Haitian Revolution, 1791 to I8O4. By T. G. Steward. 

Thomas Y. Crowell Company, New York, 1915. 292 pages. 

$1.25. 

In the days when the internal dissensions of Haiti are again 
thrusting her into the limelight such a book as this of Mr. Steward 
assumes a peculiar importance. It combines the unusual advantage 
of being both very readable and at the same time historically 
dependable. At the outset the author gives a brief sketch of the 
early settlement of Haiti, followed by a short account of her de- 
velopment along commercial and racial lines up to the Revolution 
of 1791. The story of this upheaval, of course, forms the basis of 
the book and is indissolubly connected with the story of Toussaint 
L'Overture. To most Americans this hero is known only as the 
subject of Wendell Phillips's stirring eulogy. As delineated by 
Mr. Steward, he becomes a more human creature, who performs 
exploits, that are nothing short of marvelous. Other men who have 
seemed to many of us merely names — Rigaud, Le Clerc, Desalines, 
and the like — are also fully discussed. 

Although most of the book is naturally concerned with the revo- 
lutionary period, the author brings his account up to date by giving 
a very brief resume - of the history of Haiti from 1804 to the present 
time. This history is marked by the frequent occurrence of 
assassinations and revolutions, but the reader will not allow him- 
self to be affected by disgust or prejudice at these facts particularly 
when he is reminded, as Mr. Steward says, "that the political history 
of Haiti does not differ greatly from that of the majority of South 
American Republics, nor does it differ widely even from that of 
France." 

The book lacks a topical index, somewhat to its own disadvan- 
tage, but it contains a map of Haiti, a rather confusing appendix, 
a list of the Presidents of Haiti from 1804 to 1906 and a list of the 
names and works of the more noted Haitian authors. The author 
does not give a complete bibliography. He simply mentions in the 
beginning the names of a few authorities consulted. 

J. R. Fauset. 
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